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CHANGING SNAP

For more details on 
these policies, see CBO, 
Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program
http://go.usa.gov/y2B

CBO estimated the 
savings or costs 

associated with some 
possible options for 

changing the program

The graph shows the 
average estimated 
savings or costs in 

billions of dollars and 
as the average 

percentage of SNAP 
spending per year

POLICY OPTIONS

Lower the gross income limit to 100 percent of 
the federal poverty guideline in all states

Raise the gross income limit to 200 percent   
of the federal poverty guideline in all states

Average Decrease Average Increase 
Annual Outlays, 2013 to 2022–Billions of Dollars (Percent)

Changing the Asset Test

Eliminate the asset test

Changing Benefits
Increase the maximum benefit to 103 percent 

of the cost of a nutritious diet

Decrease the maximum benefit to 97 percent 
of the cost of a nutritious diet

Increase the earned income deduction to 30 percent

Eliminate the automatic deduction for recipients of  
Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program benefits

SOURCES
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Mathematica, StatPlanet

For more information, see the 
following CBO publications:

The Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program
http://go.usa.gov/y2B

Budget and Economic Outlook: 
Fiscal Years 2012 to 2022
http://go.usa.gov/y2V

Supplemental Data to the 
Budget and Economic Outlook

http://go.usa.gov/y2d

Caroline Danielson and Jacob 

Klerman, Why Did the Food Stamp 

Caseload Decline (and Rise)? RAND 

Labor and Population Working Paper 

WR-167  (October 2004)
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$3.2  ( 4 . 1 % )

$1.0  ( 1 . 3 % )

$0.1  ( 0 . 1 % )

$2.3 ( 3 . 0 % )

$2.3  ( 3 . 0 % )

$1.5  ( 1 . 9 % )

$2.7  ( 3 . 5 % )

Apply income and asset limits to 
categorically eligible households$1.2  ( 1 . 6 % )

Changing the Gross Income Limit

Changing Broad-Based Categorical Eligibility


